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"We are prepared to do without anything, including life, except our country’s dignity and sovereignty.
We are not the ones attacking, being hostile to or blockading the United States. We are not demanding
that its constitution and political and economic system be changed. We show the strictest respect for
the rights of other countries. Our rights must also be respected".

  References to the original:   Speech given by Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, president of the Republic of Cuba, at
the extraordinary session of the National Assembly of People’s Power, Havana International Conference
center. june 26, 2002  
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