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"Hardly 30 years ago, few people in the world discussed the environment. Ideas or themes linked to the
destruction of the forests, soil erosion and salinity, climate change, the disappearing ozone layer,
melting icecaps, whole cities and nations doomed to fatally disappear beneath the sea, polluted air and
water; overexploited oceans seemed to be inventions of doomsday scientists and not pressing realities".

  References to the original:   Speech given by Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, President of the Republic of Cuba, at
the public rally held at the "Abel Santamaría Cuadrado" Revolution Square in Ciego de Avila on the
occasion of the 49th anniversary of the attacks on the Moncada and Carlos Manuel  
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